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President  Qoddard’s  Report, 


Read  at  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Choral  Association  in  Nor- 
mal School,  Providence,  Wednesday 
Evening,  October  3,  1888, 


Mr.  Vice-President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Choral  Association. 

After  remarking  that  it  is  fitting  that  a society 
the  purposes  of  which  are  of  an  educational  char- 
acter should  continue  to  hold  its  meetings  in  the 
State  Normal  School,  I will  proceed  at  once  to  read 
before  you  rc^  third  annual  report. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  death  has  again 
been  busy  in  our  ranks.  We  have  already  been 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
Dr.  Edward  T.  Caswell  and  James  O.  Starkweather, 


Note. — As  no  small  number  of  people  have  generously  offered  to  become  yearly  sub- 
scribers to  our  concerts  by  the  payment  of  $10.00  in  advance,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  all 
such  offers  have  been  declined  by  the  Board  of  Government  on  the  ground  that  the  Associa- 
tion is  a public  institution  and  not  a close  corporation.  In  the  language  of  the  President’s 
first  annual  report,  “ The  Rhode  Island  Choral  Association,  unlike  many  other  societies  of  a 
kindred  character,  has  not  adopted  the  system  of  obtaining  yearly  subscriptions  to  its  con- 
certs, whereby  a certain  amount  of  money  is  annually  collected  in  advance.  The  Associa- 
tion wTas  organized  for  the  public  good,  and  it  depends  for  its  patronage  and  support 
upon  the  public  whose  interests  it  aims  to  subserve.  Our  concerts  are  open  to  all.”  To 
this  may  be  added  the  remark  that  the  R.  I.  Choral  Association  always  employs  a full 
orchestra  and  the  great  organ  at  its  concerts. 
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and  we  must  now  add  to  our  death  roll  the  names 
of  George  H.  Corliss  and  Israel  Plummer.  Both  of 
these  men  were  always  cordial  and  emphatic  in  the 
expression  of  their  sympathy  with  the  work  we  are 
doing,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  their  connection 
with  the  Association  has  been  terminated  forever. 
I am  sorry  also  to  have  to  inform  you,  because  his 
influence  as  a member  was  so  marked,  that  Rollin 
It.  Mathewson,  Esq.,  has  withdrawn  from  the  Asso- 
ciation owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  now  residing  in 
the  . city  of  New  York. 

On  the  evening  of  April  19,  1888,  the  first  annual 
dinner  of  the  Association,  at  which  a goodly  num- 
ber of  its  members  and  representatives  of  the  press 
were  present,  was  given  at  the  Narragansett  Hotel. 
The  Association  also  gave  a clambake  at  Silver 
Spring,  on  the  19th  of  September  last,  in  honor  of 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  chorus.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  similar  social  gatherings  may  take  place 
in  the  future,  for  they  tend  to  strengthen  our  two- 
fold organization  and  to  give  impulse  to  the  work 
in  which  we  are  engaged. 

The  chorus  of  the  Association  numbered  last  sea- 
son 324  names,  and  during  that  season  we  gave  two 
concerts  at  Infantry  Hall,  the  first  on  Friday  even- 
ing, November  18,  1887,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Irre- 
pressible Society,  the  last  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  25,  1888,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of 
the  great  organ,  which  your  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Steere,  had  put  into  the  hall  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  increased  effect  to  our  concerts.  As 
the  programme  for  each  of  the  occasions  will  be 


printed  with  this  report  in  pamphlet  form  it  is 
unnecessary  now  to  reproduce  them.  At  the  last 
concert,  when  Max  Bruch’s  masterpiece,  “ Armin- 
ius,”  a secular  oratorio,  was  given,  the  hall  was 
packed,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  put  in  some 
275  additional  chairs  in  order  to  supply  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  for  seats. 

The  article  in  last  Monday’s  issue  of  the  Evening 
Telegram  giving  an  account  of  “ What  the  Rhode 
Island  Choral  Association  lias  done,”  contained 
such  a glowing  description  of  the  effect  “ Armin- 
ius  ” produced  on  the  audience,  when  “ singers, 
orchestra  and  organ  united  in  one  overwhelming 
flood  of  music,”  that  it  leaves  me  nothing  to  say  on 
the  subject  beyond  the  assertion  that  tributes  of 
praise  from  the  press  were  marked  and  general,  and 
in  their  expression  respectful  mention  was  made  of 
the  fidelity  and  success  with  which  Mr.  Victor  E. 
Hammerel,  the  accompanist  of  the  chorus,  and  Mr. 
Reeves’s  orchestra  performed  their  respective  work. 

Your  board,  believing  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  Association  and  in  the  interest  of  the  public, 
has  issued  the  following  circular  : 

The  Rhode  Island  Choral  Association  proposes  to 
give  a musical  festival  at  the  close  of  the  season  of 
1888-89,  which  will  combine  the  same  features  and 
variety  of  attractions  which  characterize  the  annual 
festivals  of  the  Worcester  County  Musical  Associa- 
tion. Professional  artists  of  high  rank  will  be 
engaged  to  assist  the  chorus  of  the  Association,  and 
a full  orchestra  and  the  great  organ  in  Infantry  Hall 
will  accompany  the  chorus.  The  festival  will  oc- 
cupy  probabty  three  days,  and  Mr.  Carl  Zerrahn  will 
be  the  conductor  and  director. 
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Recognizing  the  importance  of  having  a large 
chorus  in  order  to  make  the  festival  a complete  suc- 
cess and  to  secure  the  dignity,  power  and  tone  which 
the  occasion  will  demand,  the  board  of  government 
is  desirous  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the 
chorus  to  500  singers.  The  dimensions  of  the  new 
stage  which  has  been  built  for  the  chorus  renders  it 
necessaiy  to  limit  the  number  of  the  chorus  to  500.* 

Besides  giving  a musical  festival  at  the  close  of 
the  season,  it  is  also  the  intention  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  give  concerts  during  the  season. 

The  price  of  membership  for  the  season  of  3 888- 
89,  is  $4.  No  charge  will  be  made  for  the  music 
sung  at  rehearsals,  concerts  or  at  the  festival ; and 
no  member  of  the  chorus  can  be  taxed  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. Every  member  of  the  chorus  is  entitled  to 
borrow  for  his  or  her  use  any  music  belonging  to 
the  library  of  the  Association. 

The  interests  of  the  chorus  are  identical  with 
those  of  the  Association,  and  whatever  promotes 
the  prosperity  of  the  one  tends  equally  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  other,  and  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  board  of  government  to  foster  a feeling  of  respect 
and  confidence  between  the  two. 

There  will  be  weekly  rehearsals  at  Blackstone 
Hall,  on  Wednesday  evenings,  at  7:30  o’clock.  The 
first  rehearsal  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  10th,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Carl 
Zerrahn,  Mr.  Victor  E.  Hammerel  as  accompanist. 
It  is  therefore  important,  in  order  to  avoid  haste 
and  confusion  that  the  organization  of  the  chorus 
should  be  completed  without  delay  ; and  members 
of  the  chorus  and  all  applicants  for  membership  are 
respectfully  requested  to  bear  this  in  mind.  Mem- 
bers of  the  chorus  can  receive  their  tickets  of  mem- 


* The  chorus  now  numbers  500  singers;  and  the  weekly  rehearsals  are  now  held  at 
Union  Hall. 
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bership  by  calling  at  Billings’s  music  store,  Butler 
Exchange,  and  paying  their  fees  on  and  after  Mon- 
day, October  1st.  Applicants  for  admission  to  the 
chorus  can.  book  their  names  at  Billings’s  music 
store,  or  at  the  music  store  of  Ira  N.  Goff  & Co., 
168  Westminster  street;  also,  at  Meiklejohn  A Lo- 
mas’s, No.  9 North  Union  street,  Pawtucket.  Those 
who  have  entered  their  names  will  please  confer 
with  Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Hood,  at  room  B,  Butler 
Exchange,  second  story,  between  4:30  and  6:30 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the  following  days  : Sat- 
urday, September  29th  ; Tuesday,  October  2d  ; Wed- 
nesday, October,  3d  ; Thursday,  October,  4th  ; Sat- 
urday, October  6th ; Tuesday,  October  9th,  and 
Wednesday,  October  10th. 

All  applications  to  join  the  chorus  made  after 
October  10th  can  be  left  at  Billings’s  music  store. 

By  the  Board  of  Government — President,  Fran- 
cis W.  Goddard  ; vice  president,  Henry  J.  Steere  ; 
secretary,  William  W.  Douglas  ; treasurer,  William 
G.  Nightingale  ;*  librarian,  Fred.  A.  Chase ; Benja- 
min W.  Hood,  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln,  Charles 
D.  Owen,  W.  Frank  Sayles,  Pawtucket ; Robert 
Bonner,  D.  W.  Reeves,  PL  W.  Ladd,  John  Carter 
Brown,  Edward  Hoffman,  Harold  Brown. 

Such  a festival  as  it  is  proposed  to  give  would 
indeed  be  an  important  event  in  our  history,  an 
event  that  would  have  an  abiding  effect  upon  the 
musical  public.  The  chorus  of  the  Association 
deserves,  and  it  should  have,  a wider  field  than  it 
h^s  yet  entered  in  order  to  exhibit  its  real  powers. 

The  chorus  has  never  failed  in  its  obligations  to 
the  Association,  and  we  are  bound  in  return  to  rec- 
ognize and  discharge  our  obligation  to  the  chorus 


* Resigned  Oct.  3,  1888.  William  Gammell,  Jr.,  Esq.,  elected  same  date. 
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as  well  as  to  the  public.  It  is  needless  to  remark 
that  one  of  the  distinctive  elements  of  Carl  Zer- 
rahn’s  greatness  as  a director  is  his  capacity  to 
understand  the  nature  and  character  of  the  oratorio. 
To  him  has  been  revealed  during  an  experience  of 
over  thirty  years  the  secret  of  its  subtle  charms  and 
beauties — the  secret  of  its  sublimity  and  grandeur 
— and  with  our  chorus  such  a festival  as  is  contem- 
plated would  produce  a profound  impression  upon 
all  who  should  attend  it.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Worcester  County 
Musical  Association  has,  in  a letter  to  me,  expressed 
his  interest  in  our  coming  festival. 

In  this  connection  I desire  to  say  that  I am  now 
in  communication  with  some  of  the  authorities  of 
the  public  schools  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an 
arrangement  by  which  several  hundred  pupils  of  the 
public  schools  may  be  able  to  sing  under  Mr.  Zer- 
rahii’s  baton,  with  a full  orchestra  and  organ  accom- 
paniment, at  one  of  the  miscellaneous  concerts  of 
the  festival,  and  I have  been  informed  that  the 
proposition  will  undoubtedly  be  accepted  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  school  committee. 

Years  of  labor  are  sometimes  necessary  for  pro- 
ducing great  results  in  the  instruction  and  drilling 
of  large  choral  bodies.  But  the  powers  and  capa- 
bilities of  our  chorus  have  been  developed  to  a 
remarkable  extent,  notwithstanding  the  compara- 
tively short  time  it  has  been  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Zerrahn.  Happily  for  this  Association,  and  for 
the  cause  it  represents,  the  chorus  is  composed  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  are  thoroughly  imbued 
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with  the  spirit  of  their  work,  who  have  a just  con- 
ception of  its  value  to  themselves  and  to  society, 
and  who  have  a keen  perception  of  the  dignity  of 
that  work.  These  characteristics  are  steadily  in- 
creasing and  gaining  strength,  and  I feel  perfectly 
justified  in  saying  that  the  zeal  and  intelligence 
shown  by  the  chorus,  its  patient  and  unwearied 
efforts  to  maintain  and  to  elevate  the  reputation  of 
this  society,  are  happy  evidences  of  even  better  days 
to  come  and  should  compel  our  earnest  and  grateful 
praise. 

Permit  me  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  bear- 
ings of  music  on  education — its  educational  value — 
and  to  remark  that  with  the  ancients,  especially 
the  Romans,  music  was  in  all  higher  education  one 
of  the  seven  liberal  arts,  taking  its  place  with  gram- 
mar, rhetoric,  dialectics,  arithmetic,  geometry  and 
astronomy.  With  this,  then,  as  the  conception  of 
the  educational  value  of  music  in  the  olden  time, 
let  me  now  speak  of  what  the  conception  is  in 
modern  times.  We  all  admit  the  vast  influence 
which  education  exercises  upon  the  human  race 
in  its  social  state.  We  all  agree  that  knowledge 
affects  the  moral,  the  intellectual  and  the  social 
happiness  of  man.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  ques- 
tioned that  the  highest  civilization  and  enlighten- 
ment of  humanity  can  be  Avrought  out  only  through 
such  forces  and  influences  which  tend  to  elevate  the 
moral  and  religious,  the  social  and  intellectual  char- 
acter of  man. 

These  forces  and  influences  must  be  kept  at  work 
if  the  highest  civility  is  to  be  reached.  And  are 
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not  the  educators  of  the  rising  generation  in  this 
country  wise  when  they  follow  Europe  in  the  belief 
that  since  the  cultivation  of  the  aesthetic  sensibili- 
ties is  essential  to  the  full  development  of  man  as  a 
moral  and  intellectual  being,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  a knowledge  of  music  is  one  of  the  educational 
forces  of  society?  Since  the  introduction  into  our 
public  schools  of  our  system  of  popular  education, 
music  has  come  to  be  taught  in  the  primary  schools, 
the  intermediate,  the  grammar  and  the  high.  Pop- 
ular opinion  at  first  was  against  the  outlay  of  the 
people’s  money  for  such  a purpose.  Popular  opin- 
ion, however,  finally  demanded  that  music  should 
be  regularly  and  systematically  taught  in  the  public 
schools.  Our  State  expends  each  year  thousands  of 
dollars  in  this  direction.  The  Rhode  Island  Choral 
Association  originated  in  the  desire  to  meet  what 
were  deemed  to  be  certain  requirements  of  the  times. 
One  of  those  requirements  was  a supplementary 
musical  education  of  those  graduates  of  the  public 
schools  who  desired  to  reach  greater  proficiency  in 
the  art  of  singing.  This  institution,  in  other  words, 
has  been  consecrated  to  the  purposes  of  a certain 
branch  of  education.  If  the  State  is  wise  and  gen- 
erous in  promoting  musical  culture  in  the  public 
schools,  I contend,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  we  are  no  less  wise  and  benevolent  when  we 
offer  the  graduates  an  opportunity  to  bring  their 
culture  up  to  a higher  standard.  The  whole  theory 
of  popular  education  is  based  on  the  belief  that  the 
State  is  benefiting  society  when  it  taxes  its  citizens 
to  educate  those  who  are  to  become  members  of 
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society ; and  its  beneficent  results  are  the  consum- 
mation, the  fruit  of  experimental  wisdom.  Let  the 
people,  however,  once  reverse  their  judgment  and 
come  to  feel  that  the  investment  of  their  money  in 
the  education  of  the  young  does  not  bring  i inade- 
quate returns  to  the  State,  to  society  in  its  larger 
definition,  and  we  should  speedily  witness  such  an 
exhibition  of  popular  sovereignty  as  would  topple 
into  ruins  the  whole  structure  of  our  system  of  pop- 
ular education.  But  the  recognition  of  the  impor- 
tance of  music  as  a distinct  branch  of  education  is 
overspreading  our  country  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  halls  of  higher  learning,  our  universities  and 
colleges,  are  gradually  introducing  its  instruction 
into  their  courses.  One  of  America’s  accomplished 
musicians  and  greatest  composers,  John  K.  Paine, 
has  occupied  the  chair  of  music  in  Harvard  Univer- 
sity for  many  years.  The  board  of  directors  of  the 
Ann  Harbor  School  of  Music  has  recently  announced 
that  Professor  Albert  A.  Stanley  of  this  city,  for 
many  years  organist  at  Grace  Church,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  chair  of  music  in  the  University  of 
Michigan.'  And  we  are  informed  that  “ courses  in 
music  in  the  university  count  towards  degrees.” 
Mr.  Stanley’s  departure  from  Providence  is  a great 
loss  to  the  city,  and  his  character  and  abilities  will 
make  themselves  felt  in  the  position  he  is  about  to 
adorn. 

Did  time  and  space  permit  I could  easily  dilate 
upon  the  value  and  importance  of  music  in  connec- 
tion with  religious  worship.  Without  music  wor- 
ship in  church  could  not  find  due  expression  or  get 
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due  nourishment  and  growth  ; it  could  not,  in  truth, 
live.  Religion  runs  to  music  for  its  expression.  It 
lives  and  thrives  in  it.  Think  of  the  Psalms  of 
David.  They  make  the  very  climax,  the  top  and 
blossom  of  adoration  in  the  expression  of  the  relig- 
ious sentiment.  Tell  me,  is  there  any  more  radiant 
feature  in  the  worship  of  God  than  the  outpouring 
of  the  human  heart  in  the  joyful,  sweet,  solemn  and 
majestic  cadences  of  sacred  music?  Haydn  upon 
being  asked  why  his  church  music  was  so  cheerful, 
replied : “I  cannot  make  it  otherwise.  When  I 

think  of  God  my  heart  is  so  full  of  joy  that  the 
notes  dance  and  leap  from  my  pen  ; and  since  God 
has  given  me  a cheerful  heart,  I must  serve  him 
with  a cheerful  spirit.’’ 

While  our  work  since  our  last  annual  meeting  has 
progressed  beyond  our  expectations,  we  must  not 
forget,  gentlemen,  that  to  the  direct  and  powerful 
influence  of  the  press  can  largely  be  traced  the  suc- 
cess which  has  thus  far  crowned  our  efforts.  The 
press  is  something  more  than  the  guide  and  expo- 
nent of  public  opinion.  It  is  also  the  vehicle  of 
facts.  Necessarily  observant  of  the  opinions,  the 
purposes  and  actions  of  others,  it  naturally  becomes 
interested  in  all  enterprises  which  conserve  the  pub- 
lic good  ; and  it  watches  with  a keen  eye  all  move- 
ments that  are  calculated  to  elevate  the  character  of 
the  community  to  which  it  addresses  itself.  The 
press  of  the  State  has  always  been  true  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Choral  Association  because  the  institution 
has  always  been  true  to  itself ; because  we  have  re- 
deemed the  promises  we  made  at  the  time  of  our 


organization;  because  we  have  never  abandoned  the 
great  purposes  of  our  existence  ; because  the  form 
and  features  of  the  compact  into  which  we  entered 
have  been  preserved ; because,  in  fine,  we  have 
labored  honestly  and  assiduously  to  elevate  the 
musical  taste  and  intelligence  of  the  people  and  to 
give  to  them  the  privileges  and  pleasures  which  we 
promised  them.  This  is  why  the  pi^ess  has  given  us 
its  hearty  and  generous  support.  This  is  why  the 
Providence  Journal , the  Evening  Telegram , the  Even- 
ing Dispatch , the  Paivtucket  Evening  Times , the  Paw- 
tucket Gazette  and  Chronicle , and  other  newspapers, 
have  advocated  our  interests  and  principles. 

In  tracing  the  progress  of  our  work  I should  be 
guilty  of  an  omission,  which  neither  you  nor  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  chorus  would  pardon, 
did  I fail  to  acknowledge  the  great  services  Mr. 
Zerrahn  has  rendered  us  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties  and  responsibilities  as  conductor  and 
director  of  the  chorus.  With  all  our  advantages, 
and  they  are  many,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the 
most  signal  one  of  our  position  lies  in  the  fact  that 
we  have  been  able  to  secure  the  continued  services 
of  such  a man  as  Mr.  Zerrahn.  Ask  the  chorus 
what  they  think  of  him  as  a director.  Ask  them, 
one  and  all,  what  they  think  of  his  capacity  to  teach 
the  art  of  singing,  to  awaken  enthusiasm  and  to 
refine  the  taste  in  musical  expression,  and  ask  them, 
too,  what  they  think  of  his  ability  to  communicate 
to  them  his  ideas  and  of  his  power  to  call  out  and 
to  develop  latent  talent.  Ask  these  questions  and 
quite  sure  I am  that  there  will  be  but  one  answer  to 
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them  all.  Carl  Zerrahn’s  progress  towards  splendid 
professional  fame  has  never  been  interrupted,  and 
with  powers  collected  and  never  disturbed,  he  occu- 
pies a position  of  exceptional  eminence  in  his  pro- 
fession. His  rank  as  conductor  and  director  is  with 
that  of  the  ablest  and  most  accomplished  musicians 
of  the  day  ; and  it  is  not  an  exaggerated  estimate  of 
him  to  say  that  probably  no  musician  in  this  coun- 
try equals  him  in  his  special  department.  It  is, 
therefore,  a matter  for  congratulation  that  one  whose 
name  places  him  at  the  head  of  his  profession  has 
consented  to  continue  his  services  to  the  chorus. 

How  potent  and  fascinating  is  music  in  its  opera- 
tion upon  the  mind,  in  its  power  to  stimulate  the 
imagination  and  the  fancy  ! There  are  some,  how- 
ever, into  Avhose  hearts  its  voice  can  never  enter 
and  from  whose  breasts  it  fails  to  awake  responsive 
echoes.  Was  not  Herbert  Spencer  right  in  saying 
that  “ music  arouses  dormant  sentiments  of  which 
we  had  not  conceived  the  possibility  and  do  not 
know  the  meaning?”  And  is  there  any  written 
or  unwritten  tongue  the  words  of  which  are  so  sug- 
gestive to  the  mind  and  heart  as  its  language  ? Mu- 
sic is  essentially  the  language  of  the  heart,  of  the 
emotions.  It  is  the  language  of  the  affections,  of 
sentiment,  of  sympathy  and  of  love  ; and  its  power 
to  arouse  memories  and  associations  of  the  past  is 
one  of  the  strange  and  mysterious  features  of  the 
elements  of  its  nature.  While  under  its  spell  our 
thoughts  flash  back  to  the  days  of  our  youth — per- 
haps to  some  little  church  by  the  wayside  in  which 
we  once  worshipped  in  company  with  those  we 
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loved.  Or  perhaps  we  may  seem  to  see  the  fair 
meadows  and  blooming  fields  through  which  we 
roved  in  bygone  days,  seem  again  to  be  in  some 
lonely  vale  listening  to  the  “ chorused  whispers  of 
wild  flowers,”  or  again  to  be  gazing  at  the  distant 
purple  hills  where  the  sunlight  lingered  and  slept 
so  sweetly  on  the  leaves  and  grass.  At  other  times 
we  may  live  over  again  in  memory  the  days  we 
passed  in  the  old  world,  in  the  lands  flushed  with 
the  spirit  and  sentiment  of  the  past,  lands  once 
inhabited  by  a glorious  race,  now  mouldering  in 
the  dust,  whose  creative  faculties  were  once  cease- 
lessly active  and  immeasurably  rich  and  original, 
lands  full  of  classical  associations,  of  touching  and 
exquisite  memorials  of  a high  and  mighty  civiliza- 
tion, lands  of  beauty,  of  music,  of  painting,  of  sculp- 
ture and  of  poetry,  full  of  instruction  and  delight, 
and  full,  also,  of  the  immortalities  of  the  past. 

After  the  organization  of  an  institution,  whatever 
its  character,  its  objects  and  aims  may  be,  there  are 
always  difficulties  and  embarrassments  to  be  over- 
come, prejudices  and  objections  to  be  removed  before 
it  can  place  itself  in  a position  to  enable  it  success- 
fully to  perform  the  work  for  which  it  was  designed, 
and  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  power  and  influence. 
This  remark  is  equally  true  in  respect  to  all  enter- 
prises, whether  public  or  private,  which  are  of  a 
large  and  extended  character ; and  its  truth  finds 
also  daily  exemplification  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
human  affairs,  in  the  smaller  and  less  potent  combi- 
nations that  are  continually  being  formed  amid  the 
purposes  and  activities  of  this  life.  The  progress  of 
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society  is  not  always  rapid.  On  the  contrary,  its 
steps  are  sometimes  slow,  and  the  vantage  ground 
which  is  reached  by  some  is  often  denied  to  others. 
To  the  truth  of  these  trite  observations  not  one  of 
you  can  be  a stranger,  and  the  history  of  this  Asso- 
ciation during  its  comparatively  brief  existence  fur- 
nishes complete  evidence  that  its  work,  however 
interwoven  it  has  been  with  success,  has  neverthe- 
less been  subject  to  the  conditions  and  considera- 
tions which  I have  mentioned.  But  I have  to 
congratulate  you  and  those  also  who  have  sustained 
us  in  our  labors,  who  have  given  us  their  hearty 
sympathy  and  material  aid,  that  the  success  and 
extent  of  the  work  already  accomplished,  have  dem- 
onstrated the  value  and  importance  to  the  city  and 
State  of  the  Association,  and  have  also  justified  the 
conviction  that  its  permanence  as  a Rhode  Island 
institution  is  assured.  As  a musical  society  we  have 
at  last  reached  a dignified  and  commanding  position 
not  only  in  the  State,  but  before  the  whole  country. 
We  have  at  last  left  the  valley  beneath  us,  through 
which  we  once  were  plodding,  and  we  are  now  pur- 
suing, with  eagerness  and  with  unfaltering  step,  our 
path  to  the  mountain-top.  Our  steps,  although  not 
rapid,  are  yet  quite  'firm,  and  while  the  eminence 
which  we  aspire  to  reach  is  some  distance  from 
where  we  now  stand,  the  belief  that  we  shall  reach 
it  is  founded  on  rational  expectations.  It  requires 
nerve  as  well  as  energy  to  carry  out  some  enter- 
prises, and  it  has  taken  both  nerve  and  energy  to 
conduct  the  one  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

The  line  of  conduct  followed  by  your  board  of  gov- 
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ernment  in  its  superintendence  and  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Rhode  Island  Choral  Associa- 
tion has  never  deviated  from  the  direction  to  which 
it  first  pointed,  and  in  its  efforts  to  press  forward 
and  upwards  your  board  has  been  unremitting  in 
its  exertions,  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  its  obliga- 
tions and  determined  to  unfold  the  power  and 
resources  of  an  institution  the  interests  of  which 
have  been  committed  to  its  care  and  guardianship. 
Your  board  has  also  sought,  and  it  has  not  sought 
in  vain,  to  create  and  to  maintain  a tie  between  the 
Association  and  the  public  and  to  instil  into  the 
minds  of  the  people  the  notion  that  the  stabilility 
of  an  institution  such  as  ours  accrues  to  their  benefit. 
In  obedience  to  an  unselfish  impulse  and  acting  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  plans  and  intentions  of 
the  Association,  your  board  has  patiently  and  per- 
severingly  labored  to  arouse  public  attention  to  our 
work  and  to  deepen  the  public  sentiment  in  our 
favor.  In  contrasting  our  present  condition  with 
what  it  once  was,  in  contemplating  our  present 
resources,  and  while  viewing  with  pardonable  pride 
the  accomplishment  of  many  of  our  plans,  we  are 
all  warranted  in  feeling  that  we  are  on  the  right 
path,  and  that  through  the  liberality  of  generous 
hands  this  society  is  destined  to  become  a powerful 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  the  musical  interests  of 
the  State.  United  strength  of  purpose  and  action 
has  placed  us  far  beyond  where  we  were  in  the  days 
of  our  infancy.  The  public  is  coming  more  clearly 
to  understand  the  work  we  are  aiming  to  accom- 
plish ; and,  what  is  more,  the  public  is  beginning  to 
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appreciate  it.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  public  has  also 
learned  the  fact  that  there  is  a determined  purpose 
within  our  ranks,  and  an  equally  determined  resolve 
on  the  part  of  others,  to  carry  out,  at  whatever  cost, 
the  original  designs  of  this  Association  and  to  see 
to  it  that  our  banner  is  kept  aloft. 

There  could  be  no  better  evidence  that  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  this  society  is  founded  meet  with 
popular  approval  than  the  fact  that  we  have  upon 
our  rolls  the  names  of  so  many  representative  men. 
“ The  pulpit,  the  bench  and  the  bar,”  as  I once  took 
occasion  to  say,  “ Brown  University  and  the  public 
schools,  the  musical  profession,  the  medical  profes- 
sion, the  various  departments  of  mercantile,  mechan- 
ical and  industrial  pursuits,  all  the  different  interests 
and  forces,  in  fact,  which  go  to  make  a civilized  and 
enlightened  community,  are  represented  in  this  As- 
sociation.” And  gentlemen,  let  me  tell  you  that 
when  the  intellect,  the  moral  force  and  good  taste 
of  a community  are  enlisted  in  any  enterprise,  there 
need  be  no  fear  that  material  resources  will  be  want- 
ing. The  men  who  belong  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Choral  Association  and  the  men  and  women  who 
give  it  their  sympathy  and  practical  aid,  are  not 
men  and  women  in  whom  has  been  generated  mere- 
ly an  effervescent  zeal.  They  are  men  and  women 
who  are  inflamed  with  the  desire,  and  who  are  fixed 
in  their  intention  to  defend  its  integrity  of  purpose, 
to  strengthen  its  resources,  to  multiply  its  opportu- 
nities to  prosper,  and,  finally,  to  see  that  an  institu- 
tion which  takes  its  name  from  the  State  accom- 
plishes the  noble  objects  for  which  it  was  founded. 

Francis  W.  Goddard. 
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Potter,  Mrs.  E.  B. 

Pitman,  Miss  Sophia  L. 
Pitman,  Miss  Josephine 
Potter,  Miss  Emily  E. 
Potter,  Mrs.  John  E. 

Pratt,  Mrs.  W.  H. 

Peck,  Miss  M.  T. 

Perry,  Miss  Etta  C. 
Richmond.  Miss  Maud 
Risley,  Miss  Zadie  M. 
Rogers,  Miss  Sarah 
Rawsou,  Mrs.  H.  E.  H. 
Robinson,  Miss  Lizzie  L. 
Remlinger,  Miss  Bertha 
Stockbridge,  Miss  A.  M. 
Sweet,  Miss  Lizzie 
Sturtevant,  Miss  S.  L. 
Scott,  Miss  Hattie  N. 
Sanborn,  Miss  Maude  A. 
Simons,  Mrs  F.  M. 
Schrivener,  Mrs.  A. 

Snell,  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Salisbury,  Miss  Nellie 
Stockwell,  Mrs.  G.  A. 

Taft,  Miss  Nellie  F. 

Tilling  hast,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Tillinghast,  Miss  Emma  H. 
Trainor,  Miss  Mary 
Vose,  Miss  Hattie  M. 
AVaterman,  Miss  E.  C. 
White,  Mrs.  Wm.  li. 

Wells,  Miss 
Weld,  Mrs.  C.  F. 


TENORS. 


Abbott,  James  ' 
Allen,  Theo.  A. 
Armour,  William 


Austin,  W.  A. 

Allen,  Frederick  W. 
Alexander,  C.  Henry 
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Allen,  Frank  0. 
Babcock,  Robert  R. 
Barker,  F.  E. 

Barnes,  H.  Cornelius 
Burrows,  C. 

Brannigan,  J.  H. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Butler,  William 
Bailey,  T.  H. 

Bunce,  George 
Buzzell,  H.  P. 
BlackiDgton,  H.  C. 
Bradley,  R.,  Jr. 

Blake,  H.  R. 
Cummerford,  Arthur  S. 
Chester,  John 
Chester,  John  D. 

Chase,  Walter  W. 
Crowther.  Samuel 
Dillon,  Edward  L. 
Dixon,  H.  R. 

Darling,  Nathan 
Drummond,  H.  A. 
Davis,  Clarence  B. 
Deering,  Samuel 
Dover,  G.  W. 

Eddy,  W.  J. 

England,  Charles  A. 
Farnsworth,  Claude  J, 
Freeman,  G.  A. 

Fisher,  Henry 
Field,  Henry  C. 

Frase,  Myron 
Gardner,  Fred  S, 
Gardner,  Herbert  W. 
Grout,  M.  B. 

Gladding,  James  M. 
Harrington,  George 
Harrington  William 
Higgins,  E.  F. 
Hanrahan,  William 
Healey,  Wilbert  C. 
Hazelwood,  Frank  W. 

Hutchinson,  G.  B. 
Hamilton,  C.  G. 
Hassett,  W.  H. 
Jillson,  0.  A. 

Jaques,  Charles 
Kettner,  Jacob 
Kendrick,  John  E. 
Knight,  R.  F, 
Kettlety,  Frank  E. 
King.  H.  F. 
Kingiiorn,  James  A. 
Lassell,  Clarence  K. 
Lewis,  William 
Lowe,  W.  H. 
Manning,  E.  P. 
McManus,  John  A. 
Martin,  Charles 
McVeigh,  John 
Maynard,  F H. 
Mcknight,  J.  W. 
McManus,  James  H. 
Porter,  J.  B. 

Ricker,  H.  L. 

Rawson,  H.  G.  FI. 
Randall,  W.  J. 
Russell,  George 
Ramspott,  Carl 
Sweet,  A.  W. 

Smith,  E.  G. 
Steadman,  W.  I. 

Stott,  John 
Studley,  I.  M. 
Schwarz,  Herman 
Schetter,  Charles 
Sanford,  Joseph  A.  C. 
Taylor,  A.  S. 

Thomas,  Justus 
Wheeler,  J.  G. 

Ward,  J.  H. 

Webb,  B.  S. 

Ward,  J.  William 
Webster,  FI.  L. 
Williams,  C.  E. 

Angell,  John  W. 
Arnold,  W.  F. 
Bennett,  A,,  J. 
Bourne,  F.  B. 

Binney,  J.  W. 
Baccus,  John 
Barnes,  G.  L. 

Brown,  Frank  H. 
Bosworth,  Charles  H. 
Barbour,  J.  B. 

BASSES. 

Bilge,  E.  B. 
Bushnell,  F.  N. 
Barlow,  H.  E. 
Baird,  Charles  L. 
Brigham,  J.  0. 
Briggs,  H.  J. 
Baker,  W.  C. 
Bowen,  E.  A. 
Clarke,  J.  W. 
Crocker,  L.  A. 

25 


Clarner,  L.  J.  K. 
Colheney,  Harry 
Colby,  Arthur  H. 
Combe,  Alfred  H. 
Chase,  Walter  L. 
Chase,  Earnest  A. 
Colton,  E P. 
Coughlin,  William 
Crane,  Harold 
Casey,  R.  H. 

Cady,  William 
Coller,  C.  H. 

Cole,  John 
Cumerford,  G.  P. 
Davis,  H.  F. 
Devereaux,  J.  J.  F. 
Darling,  E.  E. 
Dexter,  E.  G. 
Eaton,  Horace 
Esten,  R.  B. 
Fenner,  Albert*  Jr. 
Guild,  Herbert  L, 
Gillan,  W.  F.  A. 
Greene,  S.  J. 
Gardner,  C.  C. 
Govignon,  Victor 
Green,  W.  J. 
Greaves,  Abram 
Griffith,  George  D. 
Gleason,  J.  K. 
Hammar,  Oscar  F. 
Heisman,  J.  W. 
Holmes,  Charles 
Hudson,  W.  M. 
Horchert,  Carl  J. 
Howland,  Caleb 
Hathaway,  Charles 
Hutchins,  H,  M. 
Irdinor,  Owen 
Jackson,  C.  A. 
Keating,  Thomas 
Kimball,  H.  W. 
Kranz,  H.  L. 

Little,  F.  P. 
Lamson,  H.  A. 
LeJeune,  L.  P. 

Lee,  O.  F. 


Lawton,  Charles  N. 
Locke,  W.  S. 

Lally,  W.  T. 
Mendenhall,  A.  C. 
McDonald,  W. 
McElroy,  Thomas  H. 
Martin,  F.  L. 
McMeehan,  R.  G. 
Oatley,  W.  M. 

Peck,  Fred  S. 

Palmer,  A.  D. 
Phillips,  L.  O. 
Polsey,  J.  Everett 
Pillotson,  John  A. 
Pratt,  W.  H. 

Ross,  Elmer  W. 
Reynolds,  Fred  G. 
Randall,  Walter  C. 
Rosenthal,  William 
Stockwell,  George  A. 
Shepley,  J.  R. 

Swift,  A.  T. 
Stapleton,  H.  J. 
Stevenson,  A. 

Sexton,  C.  E. 

Stone,  Walter  L. 
Stone,  Willard  G. 
Schiffner,  Alphonse 
Scheurer,  Anthony 
Swift,  Louis 
Stone,  Henry  T. 
Sullivan,  M. 

Sullivan,  Daniel  J. 
Tyler,  A. 

Wheeler,  Edward  M. 
Woodmancie,  E.  A, 
Williams,  J.  P. 
Warren,  George  E. 
White,  A.  C. 

Wade,  Gardner  F. 
Whittemore,  E.  E. 
Waterman,  Byron 
Woodward,  B. 
Walker,  A.  A. 
Williams,  Sidney 
Willard,  E.  L. 

Weld,  Charles  F. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Sopranos,  - - - . - * - - 175 

Altos, 119 

Tenors,  92 

Basses, 114 


Total, 


500 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


Members  of  the  Chorus  are  expected  to  be  in  their  seats, 
ready  for  rehearsal,  at  the  appointed  time. 

No  one  will  be  allowed  on  the  floor  of  the  Hall,  except 
members  holding  tickets. 

Members  absenting  themselves  from  two  or  more  rehear- 
sals, without  sufficient  reason,  are  liable  to  have  their  places 
filled. 

Members  of  the  Chorus  are  expected  to  sing  at  all  of  the 
concerts  of  the  Association. 


Note.— A guarantee  fund  of  $10,000  has  been  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
complete  success  of  the  musical  Festival  which  the  Rhode  Island  Choral  Association  intends 
to  give  at  Infantry  Hall,  at  the  close  of  the  season  1888-9.  The  Festival  will  probably  com- 
mence on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  April  next. 


( 


